St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church

The Twenty-fourth Sunday After Pentecost

Sunday, November 8, 2026 8:45 a.m.



Welcome Guests & Visitors!

We are glad you are here. If you are new to St. Thomas, please stop by
the Welcome table and identify yourself to our clergy and greeters so
we may properly welcome you. You may also fill out an “I'm New” card
located on the backs of the chairs in the church. If you need assistance
with the order of service, feel free to ask the person next to you.

Auditory Assistance is available — ask an usher or a greeter to obtain a
hearing device.

To request prayers, please fill out the “Pray” card located on the backs of

the chairs. We invite you to list your specific concerns and leave them in

the offering plate or box by the doors, bring to the church office, or hand
to one of the clergy. Prayers of the People are written weekly. They are
offered for three weeks, but any request may be resubmitted as needed.

Nursery care is available on Sunday for children ages 6 months through
4 years from 8:30 a.m. through conclusion of the 11 a.m. service.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Prelude

Opening Song: Come, Now Is the Time to Worship, B. Doerksen
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Come, now is the time to wor - ship.

Come, now is the time to give your heart. Come,
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2 just as you are be-fore your God. Come.



One day every tongue

Will confess You are God

One day every knee will bow

Still the greatest treasure remains

For those who gladly choose You now (Chorus)

Willingly we choose to surrender our lives

Willingly our knees will bow

With all our heart soul mind and strength

We gladly choose You now (Chorus)

Come.
Come, just as you are, come, come

Acclamation

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria — ——
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high-est, glo-ry to God in the high-est, and on earth peace to peo-ple
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of good will. will. 1. We praise You, we bless You, we a-dore You, we
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glo -ri-fy You. We give You thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord
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God, heav-en-ly King, O God, al-might-y Fa-ther. Lord Je - sus
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Christ, On-ly Be-got-ten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
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Fa - ther. 2. You take a-way the sins of the world, have mer-cy on
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us; You take a-way the sins of the world, re-ceive our prayer;
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther, have mer-cy on us,
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have mer-cy on us. For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One,
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You a-lone are the Lord, You a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus
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Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.
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Collect of the Day

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the
works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life:
Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when
he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his
eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

| Children preschool through 3rd grade may process to Children’s Church |




The Lessons
First Reading: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25

'Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the el-
ders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented them-
selves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the
God of Israel: ‘Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and
Nahor—Ilived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. **Then I took your
father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of
Canaan and made his offspring many’

*“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faith-
fulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and
in Egypt, and serve the Lord. "Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord,
choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served
in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord”

'“Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the
Lord to serve other gods; 'for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our
ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did
those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went,
and among all the peoples through whom we passed; '*and the Lord drove
out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we
also will serve the Lord, for he is our God”

“But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy
God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins.
2If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you
harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” ! And the people said
to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” **Then Joshua said to the people, “You
are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him?”
And they said, “We are witnesses.” **He said, “Then put away the foreign gods
that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel”
*The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we
will obey” *So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made
statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.

Lector 'The Word of the Lord.
People 'Thanks be to God.



The Psalm: Psalm 78:1-7

'Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
’I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
*That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.
“We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *
and the wonderful works he has done.
He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;
That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
’So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God,
but keep his commandments.

The Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

"We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. “For
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will
bring with him those who have died. "*For this we declare to you by the word of
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will
by no means precede those who have died. '°For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. "Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet
the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. ¥Therefore encour-
age one another with these words.

Lector 'The Word of the Lord.
People 'Thanks be to God.



Alleluia

All stand. Cantor sings refrain, all sing refrain, cantor sings verse, all sing refrain.
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Al - le - lu-ia, Al-le - lu-ia, Al-le-lu-ia.

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

[Jesus said,] "“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. *Five of them were
foolish, and five were wise. *When the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them; *but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. °As the bride-
groom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. ‘But at midnight
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him’
"Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. *The foolish said
to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out’ *But the
wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better
go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves’ '?’And while they went to buy
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. "Later the other bridesmaids came
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us’ '?But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do
not know you. *Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Alleluia Response

The Sermon



Nicene Creed All stand.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People  All remain standing.

Presider or Deacon ... Lord in your mercy,
Response after each petition: Hear our prayer.

The Presider adds a concluding collect.



Confession of Sin
Deacon or Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace Al stand.

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

| Children return from Children's Church




HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Anthem: If I Were a Butterfly, St. Thomas Children’s Choir

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and
wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant. The people stand
while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.

Offertory

Celebrant  All things come of thee, O Lord.
People And of thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
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The people stand or kneel as able. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedi-
ence to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Al-
mighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant ~ Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

and may add ~ Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS

We invite everyone who has been baptized by water in any Christian tradition
to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. You may come forward to
receive the bread and wine.

If you have a wheat allergy, please tell the person administering communion
and we will see that you receive a rice wafer instead.

12



Communion Song: Thy Word, Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith
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Thy Word is a Jamp un-to my feet and a light un-to my path.

When I feel afraid I will not forget

And I think I've lost my way Your love for me and yet

Still You're there right beside me My heart forever is wandering
Nothing will I fear Jesus be my guide

As long as You are near And hold me to Your side
Please be near me to the end I will love You to the end

Communion Song: O Come to the Altar, Brown, Brock, Furtick, Joye

Are you hurting and broken within

Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin, Jesus is calling
Have you come to the end of yourself

Do you thirst for a drink from the well, Jesus is calling

Chorus: 5
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O come to  the al-tar; the Fa-ther's arms are o-pen wide.
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For-give-ness was bought with the pre-cious blood of Je-sus Christ.

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes

Come today there’s no reason to wait, Jesus is calling
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy

From the ashes a new life is born, Jesus is calling

Oh what a Savior, Isn't he wonderful

Sing alleluia Christ is risen

Bow down before him, For he is Lord of all
Sing alleluia Christ is risen

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown

Tell the world of the treasure you've found 13



Sending Forth

When a Lay Eucharistic Visitor is to take the sacrament to those hospitalized, ill
at home or home-bound, the following is said:

In the name of this congregation, go forth bearing these holy gifts; that
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s
body and blood.
Congregation We who are many are one body,

because we all share one bread; one cup. Amen.

Postcommunion Prayer

Celebrant  Let us pray.

People and Celebrant
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

Closing Song: Better Is One Day, Matt Redman

How lovely is Your dwelling place

O Lord almighty

For my soul longs and even faints for You
For here my heart is satisfied

Within Your presence

I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings

14



Chorus: 5/22
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Last time to Coda $

one day in Your courts than thou - sands else - where, than thou - sands else - where.

One thing I ask and I would seek
To see Your beauty

To find You in the place

Your glory dwells

My heart and flesh cry out
For You the living God

Your Spirit’s water to my soul
I've tasted and I've seen
Come once again to me

I will draw near to You

I will draw near to You to You

Better is one day better is one day
Better is one day than thousands elsewhere
Better is one day better is one day
Better is one day than thousands elsewhere

Dismissal

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
People 'Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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