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Welcome Guests & Visitors!  

We are glad you are here.  If you are new to St. Th omas, please stop by 
the Welcome table and identify yourself to our clergy and greeters so 

we may properly welcome you.  You may also fi ll out an “I’m New” card 
located on the backs of the chairs in the church.  If you need assistance 

with the order of service, feel free to ask the person next to you.

Auditory Assistance is available – ask an usher or a greeter to obtain a 
hearing device.

To request prayers, please fi ll out the “Pray” card located on the backs of 
the chairs. We invite you to list your specifi c concerns and leave them in 
the off ering plate or box by the doors, bring to the church offi  ce, or hand 

to one of the clergy. Prayers of the People are written weekly. Th ey are 
off ered for three weeks, but any request may be resubmitted as needed.

Nursery care is available on Sunday for children ages 6 months through 
4 years from 9:30 a.m. through conclusion of the 10 a.m. service.

 Liturgy of the Word 
Prelude

Opening Hymn: Come Ye Th ankful People Come, #290
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Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Collect of the Day 
Celebrant Th e Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and 
grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and 
also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

Children preschool through 3rd grade may process to Children’s Church

Th e Lessons  
Th e First Reading: Genesis 25:19-34
19Th ese are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father 
of Isaac, 20and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter 
of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21Isaac 
prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted 
his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22Th e children struggled together 
within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she went 
to inquire of the Lord. 23And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your 
womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be stron-
ger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger.” 24When her time to give 
birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25Th e fi rst came out red, all 

Gloria
All sing refrain twice, verse sung by band, all sing refrain
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his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26Aft erward his brother 
came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac 
was sixty years old when she bore them.
  27When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the fi eld, 
while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau, because he 
was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.
  29Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the fi eld, and he 
was famished. 30Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff , for I am 
famished!” (Th erefore he was called Edom.) 31Jacob said, “First sell me your 
birthright.” 32Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 
33Jacob said, “Swear to me fi rst.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to 
Jacob. 34Th en Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and 
rose and went his way. Th us Esau despised his birthright.
Lector Th e Word of the Lord.
People Th anks be to God.

Th e Psalm: Psalm 119:105-112
    105Your word is a lantern to my feet *
  and a light upon my path.
 106I have sworn and am determined *
  to keep your righteous judgments.
 107I am deeply troubled; *
  preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.
 108Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, *
  and teach me your judgments.
 109My life is always in my hand, *
  yet I do not forget your law.
 110The wicked have set a trap for me, *
  but I have not strayed from your commandments.
 111Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; *
  truly, they are the joy of my heart.
 112I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes *
  for ever and to the end.

Th e Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law 
of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to 
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement 
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of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set 
their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, 
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—in-
deed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
Lector  Th e Word of the Lord.
People Th anks be to God.

Alleluia
All stand. 



7

Th e Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Deacon Th e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
1Jesus went out and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower 
went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 
6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!”
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immedi-
ately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for 
a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is 
the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good 
soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.”
Deacon Th e Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Alleluia Response

Th e Sermon 
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Nicene Creed 
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father.
 Th rough him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven:
 by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucifi ed under Pontius Pilate;
  he suff ered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorifi ed.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
All remain standing.
Presider or Deacon  ... Lord in your mercy,
Response aft er each petition:  Hear our prayer.
Th e Presider adds a concluding collect.

Confession of Sin 
Deacon or Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.  
Leader and People
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left  undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
 and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name.  Amen.

Leader  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.

Th e Peace
All stand.
Celebrant Th e peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Th en the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Children return from Children’s Church
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HOLY COMMUNION
Off ertory Anthem: All Good Gift s, from Godspell, Stephen Schwartz
   

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s off erings of bread and 
wine, and money or other gift s, to the deacon or celebrant. Th e people stand 

while the off erings are presented and placed on the Altar.

Off ertory 
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord.
People  And of thine own have we given thee.

Th e Great Th anksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer I from Enriching Our Worship 
Celebrant Th e Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift  up your hearts. 
People  We lift  them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Celebrant 
You have fi lled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your 
constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one 
body.  Th rough your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 
Th erefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of 
every generation, we lift  our voices with all creation as we sing:
Celebrant and People
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Th e Celebrant continues
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You 
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infi nite love. 
 You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stew-
ards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image 
in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world 
around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected 
your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salva-
tion for all people.
 Th rough Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. 
You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 
prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Th en, in the fullness of time, 
you sent your eternal Word, made mortal fl esh in Jesus. Born into the human 
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely 
to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life.
 On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took 
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
friends, and said: “Take, eat: Th is is my Body which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.”
 As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: Th is is my 
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Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”
 Th erefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
 

Celebrant and People Christ has died.  
   Christ is risen.  
   Christ will come again.
Th e Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your 
creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the 
Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these 
gift s may be fi lled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all 
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 Th rough Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN.
 And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Th e Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrifi ced for us. 
People  Th erefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant Th e Gift s of God for the People of God.
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and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS
We invite everyone who has been baptized by water in any Christian tradition 

to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. You may come forward to 
receive the bread and wine.

If you have a wheat allergy, please tell the person administering communion 
and we will see that you receive a rice wafer instead.

Communion Anthem: Th y Word, Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith

Thy Word is a
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When I feel afraid
And I think I’ve lost my way
Still You’re there right beside me
Nothing will I fear
As long as You are near
Please be near me to the end
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Thy Word is a

I will not forget
Your love for me and yet
My heart forever is wandering
Jesus be my guide
And hold me to Your side
I will love You to the end

Communion Hymn: Oceans, M. Crocker, J. Houston, S. Ligthelm
You call me out upon the waters
Th e great unknown where feet may fail
And there I fi nd You in the mystery
In oceans deep my faith will stand

Refrain:     And I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine
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Sending Forth
When a Lay Eucharistic Visitor is to take the sacrament to those hospitalized, ill 
at home or home-bound, the following is said:
In the name of this congregation, go forth bearing these holy gift s; that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 
body and blood.
Congregation  We who are many are one body, 

because we all share one bread; one cup.  Amen. 

Postcommunion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

Your grace abounds in deepest waters
Your sov’reign hand will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You’ve never failed and You won’t start now  

Refrain:     And I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters
Wherever You would call me
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger
In the presence of my Saviour    
 Refrain
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Closing Hymn: Th is Is Amazing Grace, Riddle, Farro, Wickham
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This is a maz ing grace,
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this is un fail ing love,
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You laid down Your life
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that I would be set free.
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Oh,

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger
Th e King of Glory the King above all kings

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder
Th e King of Glory the King above all kings

Chorus:

Who brings our chaos back into order
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter
Th e King of Glory the King of Glory

Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance
Th e King of Glory the King above all kings
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that You would take my place,
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that You would bear my cross.

C
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Je sus, I sing for

Dm 2nd time to Coda

all that You've done for me.

C N.C.

Dismissal
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
People Th anks be to God.  

Postlude




