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Welcome Guests & Visitors!  

We are glad you are here.  If you are new to St. Th omas, please stop by 
the Welcome table and identify yourself to our clergy and greeters so 

we may properly welcome you.  You may also fi ll out an “I’m New” card 
located on the backs of the chairs in the church.  If you need assistance 

with the order of service, feel free to ask the person next to you.

Auditory Assistance is available – ask an usher or a greeter to obtain a 
hearing device.

To request prayers, please fi ll out the “Pray” card located on the backs of 
the chairs. We invite you to list your specifi c concerns and leave them in 
the off ering plate or box by the doors, bring to the church offi  ce, or hand 

to one of the clergy. Prayers of the People are written weekly. Th ey are 
off ered for three weeks, but any request may be resubmitted as needed.

 Liturgy of the Word 
Prelude

Opening Hymn: Joyful Joyful, #376
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Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect of the Day 
Celebrant Th e Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, 
that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and 
minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

Th e Lessons  
Th e First Reading: Genesis 18:1-15
1Th e Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet 
them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I fi nd favor with 
you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you 
may refresh yourselves, and aft er that you may pass on—since you have come 
to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened 
into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice 
fl our, knead it, and make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, 
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tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Th en 
he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before 
them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.
  9Th ey said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “Th ere, in the 
tent.” 10Th en one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife 
Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind 
him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be 
with Sarah aft er the manner of women. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 
“Aft er I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13Th e 
Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear 
a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the 
set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15But 
Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, 
you did laugh.”
Lector Th e Word of the Lord.
People Th anks be to God.

Th e Psalm: Psalm 116:1, 10-17
 1I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, 
  because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
 10How shall I repay the Lord *
  for all the good things he has done for me?
 11I will lift up the cup of salvation *
  and call upon the Name of the Lord.
 12I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
  in the presence of all his people.
 13Precious in the sight of the Lord *
  is the death of his servants.
 14O Lord, I am your servant; *
  I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
  you have freed me from my bonds.
 15I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
  and call upon the Name of the Lord.
 16I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
  in the presence of all his people,
 17In the courts of the Lord’s house, *
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
  Hallelujah!
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Th e Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which 
we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not 
only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for 
us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
Lector  Th e Word of the Lord.
People Th anks be to God.

Th e Holy Gospel:  Matthew 9:35-10:8
Deacon Th e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and ev-
ery sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Th en he said 
to his disciples, “Th e harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore 
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
 10:1Th en Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 
2Th ese are the names of the twelve apostles: fi rst, Simon, also known as Peter, 
and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Phil-
ip and Bartholomew; Th omas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 
Alphaeus, and Th addaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one 
who betrayed him.
  5Th ese twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere 
among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘Th e 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without pay-
ment.
Deacon Th e Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Th e Sermon 

Nicene Creed
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father.
 Th rough him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven:
 by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucifi ed under Pontius Pilate;
  he suff ered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorifi ed.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
All remain standing.
Presider or Deacon  ... Lord in your mercy,
Response aft er each petition:  Hear our prayer.
Th e Presider adds a concluding collect.

Confession of Sin 
Deacon or Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.  
Leader and People
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left  undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
 and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name.  Amen.

Leader  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.

Th e Peace
All stand.
Celebrant Th e peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Th en the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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HOLY COMMUNION
Off ertory Anthem: For All the Children, David Lohman

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s off erings of bread and 
wine, and money or other gift s, to the deacon or celebrant. Th e people stand 

while the off erings are presented and placed on the Altar.

Off ertory 
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord.
People  And of thine own have we given thee.

Th e Great Th anksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer I from Enriching Our Worship 
Celebrant Th e Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift  up your hearts. 
People  We lift  them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Celebrant 
You have fi lled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with  
your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into 
one body.  Th rough your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 
Th erefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every 
generation, we lift  our voices with all creation as we sing:
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.
Th e people stand or kneel as able. Th e Celebrant continues, 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infi nite love. 
 You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stew-
ards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
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But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would 
not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your cre-
ation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to 
care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.
 Th rough Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. 
You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 
prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Th en, in the fullness of time, 
you sent your eternal Word, made mortal fl esh in Jesus. Born into the human 
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely 
to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life.
 On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took 
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
friends, and said: “Take, eat: Th is is my Body which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.”
 As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: Th is is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”
 Th erefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
 

Celebrant and People Christ has died.  
   Christ is risen.  
   Christ will come again.
Th e Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your 
creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the 
Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these 
gift s may be fi lled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all 
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 Th rough Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
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on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Th e Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrifi ced for us. 
People  Th erefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant Th e Gift s of God for the People of God.
and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS
We invite everyone who has been baptized by water in any Christian tradition 

to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. You may come forward to 
receive the bread and wine.

If you have a wheat allergy, please tell the person administering communion 
and we will see that you receive a rice wafer instead.
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Communion Hymn: Blessed Feasts of Blessed Martyrs, #239
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Communion Hymn: Spread, O Spread, Th ou Mighty Word, #530 

Sending Forth
When a Lay Eucharistic Visitor is to take the sacrament to those hospitalized, ill 
at home or home-bound, the following is said:
In the name of this congregation, go forth bearing these holy gift s; that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 
body and blood.
Congregation  We who are many are one body, 

because we all share one bread; one cup.  Amen. 

Postcommunion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Blessing

Closing Hymn: God of the Prophets, v. 1-3, #359

Dismissal
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
People Th anks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude




