EVENING/NIGHT PRAYER
FROM THE lIONA ABBEY/ BCP




The officiant says:

Come to us this night, O God,
Come to us with light.

Speak to us this night, O God,
Speak to us your truth.

Dwell with us this night, O God,
Dwell with us in love.

The sign of light—a candle is lit

Let the darkness of night surround us,
let light and warmth gather us

and let God’s people say ‘Amen’._ _
Amen.

Let the tools be stored away,

let the work be over and done

and let God’s the people say ‘Amen.” _
Amen.

Let the winds blow wild around us,

But let hearts be glad and minds be calm
And let God’s people say ‘Amen’._
Amen.

Each night may we remember your mercy given so gently and generously.
Each thing we have received,

From you it came;

Each thing for which we hope,

From your love it will come;

Each thing we enjoy,

It is of your bounty;

Each thing we ask,



Hymn

How shall | sing that majesty  John Mason (c.1645-1694)

1 How shall I sing that Majesty

which angels do admire?

Let dust in dust and silence lie;

sing, sing, ye heavenly choir.

Thousands of thousands stand around
thy throne, O God most high;

ten thousand times ten thousand sound
thy praise; but who am I?

Thy brightness unto them appears,
whilst | thy footsteps trace;

a sound of God comes to my ears;
but they behold thy face:

they sing because thou art their sun:
Lord, send a beam on me;

for where heaven is but once begun,
there alleluias be.

Enlighten with faith's light my heart,
inflame it with love's fire;

then shall | sing and bear a part

with that celestial choir.

I shall, | fear, be dark and cold,

with all my fire and light;

yet when thou dost accept their gold,
Lord, treasure up my mite.

How great a being Lord, is thine,
which doth all beings keep!

Thy knowledge is the only line
to sound so vast a deep:

thou art a sea without a shore,
a sun without a sphere;

thy time is now and evermore,
thy place is everywhere.



Prayers of Penitence

Search me, O God, and know my heart.

Test me and know my thoughts.

See if there is any wicked way in me

I confess to you, and lead me in the way everlasting.

You never sleep, God. You are always awake, always watching, always willing the
world and its people to turn in the right direction. So tonight, will you comfort those
who cannot sleep because of illness, or worry, or fear; or for reasons they cannot
understand.

God be near them.

The choir sings the response Kyrie eleison (Ukrainian)

And tonight will you be close to those who wait patiently or impatiently for a birth or
a death, for a visit, or for the pieces of their life’s jigsaw to fit together. And tonight
will you be close to those who wonder, who look for inspiration, who long to be with
the one or the ones they love, who hope to recognise the right time when they can
say ‘I’'m sorry,” or ‘I love you,” or even ‘Enough is enough.’

God be near them.

The choir sings the response Kyrie eleison (Ukrainian)

God be near them. And God, listen to us as we share with you whatever joys or
sorrows, discoveries or questions we will take with us into this night. God be with us,
God be near us. Into your hands we commit ourselves — our souls, our bodies, our
minds, our futures — for all things come from you and are best kept in your care

The choir sings the response Kyrie eleison (Ukrainian)

Psalm 139 Sung to a setting by Bernadette Farrell



Bible reading

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 11:28-30

Chant

Take, O take me as | am (John Bell, lona Community, Scotland)
Reflection: The Very Rev. Gar Demo

Anthem
Let all the world (Sally Albrecht, USA)

Prayers

Each prayer is followed by the Argentinian prayer chant ‘Santo, Santo’ (Holy
Holy).

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Choir: ‘Santo, Santo’ (Holy Holy).

God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred
which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of
love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on
earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you inharmony
around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Choir: ‘Santo, Santo’ (Holy Holy)



Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give

your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the

weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and
all for your love's sake. Amen.

Choir: ‘Santo, Santo’ (Holy Holy)
Lord’s Prayer
Blessing

Blessing Anthem
Sent by the Lord am | (Nicaraguan trad. arr. Geoff Weaver)

Silence

Closing responses:

This is the day that God has made,
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
We will not offer to God

offerings that cost us nothing.

Go in peace to love and to serve
We will seek peace and pursue it.
In the name of the Trinity of Love,
God in community, Holy and One.
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