
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 
   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2024        11:00 AM 
 
 



 2 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Welcome  GUESTS & VISITORS!   
We are glad you are here.  If you are new to St. Thomas, stop by the Welcome table in 
the lobby and identify yourself to our clergy and people so we may properly welcome 
you.  You may also fill out an άLΩƳ bŜǿέ card located on the backs of the chairs in the 
church.  If you need assistance with the order of service, feel free to ask the person 

next to you. 
 

Auditory Assistance is available ς ask an usher or a greeter to obtain a hearing device. 
 

To request prayers, please fill out the άtǊayέ card located on the backs of the chairs. 
We invite you to list your specific concerns and leave them in the offering plate, bring 
to the church office, or hand to one of the clergy. Prayers of the People are written 
weekly. They are offered for three weeks, but any request may be resubmitted as 

needed. 
 

Nursery care is available on Sunday for children ages 6 months  
thru 4 yrs from 9:30-11:30am. 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

PERMISSION TO PODCAST/STREAM THE MUSIC IN THIS SERVICE OBTAINED FROM ONE LICENSE,  
LICENSE #A-700000.  ALL WORDS AND MUSIC REPRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-70929 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Prelude              
 

Opening Hymn Lift High the Cross  
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 George William Kitchin (1827-1912) and Michael Robert Newbolt (1874-1956) 

 

 

Acclamation 

Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Gloria Glory to God Peter Jones 

  Choir sings Refrain, then Congregation 
 

           Refrain: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Choir/Cantor sing Verses, Congregation sings Refrain 
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Children pre-school through 3rd grade will  
process to ChildrŜƴΩǎ Church. 

 

Collect of the Day  
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant that 
your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The Lessons 

 

The First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word.  Morning by morning he wakensτwakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught.  5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was 
not rebellious, I did not turn backward.  6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from 
insult and spitting.  7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8he who vindicates me is near.  Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up 
together.  Who are my adversaries?  Let them confront me.  9aIt is the 
Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Response Thanks be to God.  
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The Psalm:  Psalm 116:1-8 

1I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *  
 because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
2The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *  
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
3Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: *  
 άh LORD, I pray you, save my life.έ 
4Gracious is the LORD and righteous; *  
 our God is full of compassion. 
5The LORD watches over the innocent; *  
 I was brought very low, and he helped me. 
6Turn again to your rest, O my soul. *  
 for the LORD has treated you well. 
7For you have rescued my life from death, *  
 my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 
8I will walk in the presence of the LORD *  
 in the land of the living. 
 

The Second Reading:  James 3:1-12 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know 
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many 
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 
whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to 
make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they 
are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very 
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The 
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every 
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongueτa restless evil, 
full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come 
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blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a 
spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a 
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can 
salt water yield fresh. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Response Thanks be to God.  

 
Alleluia  John Dowland, 1600 
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Holy Gospel:  Mark 8:27-38 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Response Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ά²Ƙƻ Řƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳΚέ 28And they answered 
ƘƛƳΣ άWƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 
ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦέ 29IŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά.ǳǘ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳΚέ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ 
ƘƛƳΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΦέ 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 
about him. 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he ǊŜōǳƪŜŘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άDŜǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΣ {ŀǘŀƴΗ CƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.έ 
  34IŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άLŦ ŀƴȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it 
profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they 
give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.έ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Alleluia response 

The Sermon 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begott en of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
   by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The children will return from ChildrenΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎh. 

 

Prayers of the People 

All remain standing. 
 

Deacon or other leader . . . Lord, in your mercy. 
Response Hear our prayer. 
 

 The Presider adds a concluding collect. 
 

Confession of Sin 

Deacon or Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.   

Leader and People 
 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life.  Amen. 
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The Peace 
 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Representatives of the 
congregation bring the 

peopleΩs offerings of bread and 
wine, and money or other gifts, 
to the deacon or celebrant. The 

people stand while the 
offerings are presented and 

placed on the Altar. 

 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory Anthem Worthy of the Lord Mary McDonald 
 Chancel Choir 
 

Offertory 
 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People And of thine own have we given thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A  
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
 thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
 Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
 hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:     

Sanctus   Matt Baumler   
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Celebrant  Holy and gracious Father:  In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 
and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  

 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άTake, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gaǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά5Ǌƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ 

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People      
 

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 
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Celebrant  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 
in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
  

 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 The LordΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 

 People and Celebrant 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power,  

and the glory, for ever and ever.   

Amen. 
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COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 

We invite everyone who has been baptized by water in any Christian tradition 
to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. Please come forward at the 
direction of the ushers. 

If you have a wheat allergy, please tell one of the clergy administering 
communion and we will see that you receive a rice wafer instead. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Communion Music When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Isaac Watts/Lowell Mason  

 Chancel Choir Ensemble 

 

 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
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Sending Forth 

When a Lay Eucharistic Visitor is to take the sacrament to those hospitalized, ill 
at home or home-bound, the following is said: 

Celebrant 

In the name of this congregation, go forth bearing these holy gifts; that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion oŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ōlood. 

Congregation  
  

We who are many are one body,  
because we all share one bread; one cup.  Amen. 

 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.   
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Blessing 
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Closing Hymn ThereΩs a Wideness in GodΩs Mercy F. Wm Faber (1814-1863) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


