St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church
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The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
January 28, 2024 11:00 AM



Welcome GUESTS & VISITORS!

We are glad you are here. If you are new to St. Thomas, stop by the Welcome table in
the lobby and identify yourself to our clergy and people so we may properly welcome
you. You may also fill out an “I’'m New” card located on the backs of the chairs in the
church. If you need assistance with the order of service, feel free to ask the person next
to you.

Auditory Assistance is available — ask an usher or a greeter to obtain a hearing device.

To request prayers, please fill out the “Pray” card located on the backs of the chairs.
We invite you to list your specific concerns and leave them in the offering plate, bring to
the church office, or hand to one of the clergy. Prayers of the People are written weekly.

They are offered for three weeks, but any request may be resubmitted as needed.

Nursery care is available on Sunday for children ages 6 months thru 4 yrs
from 8:15am - 12:15 (or conclusion of the 11am service).




LITURGY OF THE WORD

Prelude

Opening Hymn Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy-ful, joy - ful, we a- dore thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love;
2 All thy works with  joy sur-round thee, earth and heaven re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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hearts wun - fold like flowers be - fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro-ken praise.
well - spring of the joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of  hap-py rest!

):41#4# L4 44 dd

I

T
{ P_p:.i]ﬁ—l] 1+% iﬂif—ﬂ—l} j [7'.7 ——

| r I
T |
I —— |
@—F—‘—H—Lﬂ —I—f : e &
Fr f Uil
Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way;
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, bloom-ing mea-dow, flash - ing sea,

Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our Bro-ther: all who live in love
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N4 | | | | | | | I I | I
] I I Il ] I ] ] I Il H
| 1 1 | i § | H
m— | P
giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant - ing bird and  flow-ing foun-tain, call us to re - joice in thee.
teach__ us how to love each o - ther, lift us to the joy di-vine.
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Collect for Purity

All standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria
Refrain — Congregation Verses — Chancel Choir
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Glo-ri-a in  ex -cel - sis De-o, glo-ri-a in  ex-cel - sis De-o,
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glo-ri-a in ex - cel - sis  De-o, et in ter-ra  pax.

Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth:
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Children pre-school through 3™ grade will process to Children’s Church.




The Lessons

The First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

[Moses summoned all Israel and said to them,] *“The LORD your God will raise up for you a
prophet like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. *This is what
you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: ‘If |
hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, | will die.’
"Then the LORD replied to me: ‘They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for
them a prophet like you from among their own people; | will put my words in the mouth of
the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that | command. *Anyone who does not
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable.
0Byt any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my
name a word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.””

The word of the Lord.
Response Thanks be to God.

The Psalm: Psalm 111

Hallelujah!

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, *
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

2Great are the deeds of the Lorp! *
they are studied by all who delight in them.

3His work is full of majesty and splendor, *
and his righteousness endures forever.

4He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *
the LoRD is gracious and full of compassion.

°*He gives food to those who fear him; *
he is ever mindful of his covenant.

®He has shown his people the power of his works *
in giving them the lands of the nations.

’The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *
all his commandments are sure.

8They stand fast for ever and ever, *
because they are done in truth and equity.

He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant forever; *
holy and awesome is his Name.

19The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; *
those who act accordingly have a good understanding; his praise endures forever.



The Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not
yet have the necessary knowledge; *but anyone who loves God is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” *Indeed, even though there may be so-called
gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—®yet for us
there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

’It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol;
and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. °But take care that this liberty of
yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. °For if others see you,
who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? *'So by
your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. *?But when you
thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you
sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will never eat meat, so that
| may not cause one of them to fall.

The word of the Lord.

Response Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia
(Chancel Choir)
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The Holy Gospel: Mark 1:21-28

All stand.

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Response Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Z[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught.?’They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes. 2*Just then there was in their synagogue a man with
an unclean spirit, 2*and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 2>But Jesus rebuked
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 2And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and
crying with a loud voice, came out of him. ?’They were all amazed, and they kept on asking
one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the
surrounding region of Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Gospel Response — Alleluia (Congregation and Chancel Choir)
The Sermon

Nicene Creed
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:



by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Deacon or other leader
. .. Let us gather our prayers saying, “Hear our prayer.”

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept. Leader and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.



We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

The children will return from Children’s Church.

The Peace
All stand.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.



HoLy COMMUNION

Offertory Music Without Love it Will All Pass Away M.K. Beall & L. Larson

Chancel Choir

Offertory
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. Representatives of the congrega-
People  And of thine own have we given thee. L0 TR A (SRS GyEmngls o

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Celebrant

Sanctus
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bread and wine, and money or
other gifts, to the deacon or

celebrant. The people stand while

the offerings are presented and
placed on the Altar.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
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san - na in the  high-est. Ho - san-na in the  high-est.

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, O God . ..

... Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice and thanksgiving . . .

=
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... By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.

and may add  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Music

Humbly | Adore Thee
Sharon Lynch, recorder

My God, Thy Table Now is Spread
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Fa - ther’s board the Bread that lives be - yond the tomb.
all be  blessed who see the light or feel the sun.
——
'quu d P { Il b= H
LAl 1§ =Y | o 1 | m 1
ki 1Z4 T 1 (o) 4 T
I ’ I & r F #r
Sending Forth

When a Lay Eucharistic Visitor is to take the sacrament to those hospitalized, ill at home or
home-bound, the following is said:

In the name of this congregation, go forth bearing these holy gifts; that those to whom you
go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

Congregation = We who are many are one body,
because we all share one bread; one cup. Amen.

Let us pray.

Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
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Closing Hymn O God Beyond All Praising
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1 0O God  be-yond all prais-ing, we wor-ship you to - day
2 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav-ior. ac - ceptthe love we  bring,

and sing the love a - maz-ing that songscan-not re - pay:
that- we  whoknowyour fa - vor may serveyou as our  king
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we lift ourheartsbe - fore you and  wait up-on your Word,
to mar - vel at your beau-ty and glo-ry in your ways,

~
3

hon - or and a - dore you, our  greatand might - y Lord.
and make a joy-ful du -ty our sac - ni - fice of  praise.
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Text: Michael Perry. b. 1942 THAXTED
Music:  Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 131313131313

Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Co.

Dismissal

Deacon Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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PERMISSION TO PODCAST/STREAM THE MUSIC IN THIS SERVICE OBTAINED FROM ONE LICENSE,
LICENSE #A-700000. ALL WORDS AND MUSIC REPRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-70929.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
12251 Antioch Road, Overland Park, KS 66213
913-451-0512
Email: stthomas@stthomasop.org
Website: www.stthomasop.org
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