
The Sixth Sunday after Easter 
 May 14, 2023     8:45am 

    

 Liturgy of the Word 
  

 

Prelude Indescribable Laura Story 
 

Chorus 1:  Indescribable uncontainable, You placed the stars in the sky.   
And You know them by name.  You are amazing God.  All powerful untamable. 
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim, You are amazing God. 
 

Verse 1:  From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea, Creation's revealing Your majesty. 
From the colors of Fall to the fragrance of Spring, Ev'ry creature unique in the song that it sings.  All 
exclaiming. 
 

Verse 2:  Who has told ev'ry lightning bolt where it should go, or seen heavenly storehouses Laden 
with snow.  Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light, yet conceals it to bring us the 
coolness of night.  None can fathom. 

 
Opening Hymn All Creatures of Our God and King Yancy 

 

Verse 1 
All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing.  O praise Him, hallelujah!   
God made the sun to shine so bright; moon and the stars they glow at night. 
 

Refrain 
O praise Him, hallelujah!  O praise Him, hallelujah!  Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah we sing. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah we sing. 
 

Verse 2 
All of you with a tender heart, serving each other, do your part.  O praise Him, 
hallelujah!  With each new day we will rejoice.  Singing his praise, we lift our voice.  Refrain 

 
Easter Acclamation 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

 
Collect for Purity 

Gloria  Matt Baumler 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our 
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

 

The First Reading:  Acts 17:22-31 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 
way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an 
altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far 
from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have 
said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’  29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

The Psalm:  Psalm 66:7-18 
7Bless our God, you peoples; *  make the voice of his praise to be heard, 
8Who holds our souls in life, *  and will not allow our feet to slip. 
9For you, O God, have proved us; *  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
10You brought us into the snare; *  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
11You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * 
 but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
12I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * 
 which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
13I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; *  I will give you oxen and goats. 
14Come and listen, all you who fear God, *  and I will tell you what he has done for me. 
15I called out to him with my mouth, *  and his praise was on my tongue. 
16If I had found evil in my heart, *  the Lord would not have heard me; 
17But in truth God has heard me; *  he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
18Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *  nor withheld his love from me. 

 

The Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:13-22 
13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, 
you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as 
Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that 
is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 
those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive 
in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did 
not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a 
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him. 
 

Alleluia  Celtic Alleluia:  Christopher Walker 
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The Holy Gospel:  John 14:15-21 
[Jesus said,] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 
Alleluia response 
 

The Sermon 

Nicene Creed 

Prayers of the People 

All remain standing. 

Presider or deacon 
 

. . . we pray to Lord. 
Response Hear our prayer. 

 

The Peace 

 

 HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Offertory Music Gift of Finest Wheat Robert E. Kreutz 

Refrain 
You satisfy the hungry heart__ with gift of finest wheat; 
Come give to us, O saving Lord, The bread of life to eat. 
 

1.  As when the shepherd calls his sheep__ they know and heed his voice; 
So when you call your fam’ly, Lord, we follow and rejoice. (refrain) 
 

2.  With joyful lips we sing to you __ our praise and gratitude, 
That you should count us worthy, Lord, to share this heav’n-ly food. (refrain) 
 

3.  Is not the cup we bless and share__ the blood of Christ outpoured? 
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare our oneness in the Lord? (refrain) 
 

4.  The mys-t’ry of your presence, Lord__ no mortal tongue can tell: 
Whom all the world cannot contain comes in our hearts to dwell. (refrain) 
 

5.  You give yourself to us, O Lord__ then selfless let us be, 
To serve each other in your name in truth and charity. (refrain) 

 
  

Offertory 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People And of thine own have we given thee 
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The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:   

 

Sanctus American Folk Hymn - Elswick 

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the Highest. 

 

Celebrant  Holy and gracious Father. . .  

. . .Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People     Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

Celebrant  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption. . . 

 . . .Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 

 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Communion Music  Somebody Bigger Than You and I 
 

 Now the Green Blade Rises Marty Haugen 
 

Verse 1:  Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; Love lives 
again, that with the dead has been; Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

Verse 2:  In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, Thinking that he would never wake again, 
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
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Verse 3 
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, He that for three days in the grave had lain; 
Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

Verse 4 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, Your touch can call us back to life again, 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Postcommunion Prayer  

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Easter Blessing 
 

Closing Music Seek Ye First Karen Lafferty 
 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you; Allelu, alleluia! 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Allelu, alleluia! 
 

Ask, and it shall be given unto you, seek, and ye shall find, 
knock, and the door shall be opened unto you; Allelu, alleluia! 

 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the spirit.   
 Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Postlude 
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