
The First Sunday after the Epiphany:  The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
January 7, 2023     5:30 PM 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry (verses 1, 2) Hymnal #76 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 

Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
and let each heart prepare a home where such a mighty guest may come. 

  

 Charles Coffin (1676-1749) 

 

Acclamation  pg. 355 in Book of Common Prayer  
 

Collect for Purity 
 

Gloria  
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father:     receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they 
have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The Lessons 

The First Reading – Isaiah 42:1-9 
1“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will 
bring forth justice to the nations.  2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed 
he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not 
grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.” 
5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it:  6“I am the LORD, I have 
called you in righteousness, have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 
people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from 
the prison those who sit in darkness.  8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 
idols.  9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you 
of them.” 
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The Psalm:  Psalm 29 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 
 the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6he makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; * 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
8The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *  and strips the forests bare. 
9And in the temple of the LORD *  all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11The LORD shall give strength to his people; *   
  the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 
The Second Reading:  Acts 10:34-43  
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and the other Gentiles]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 
the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge 
of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 
The Gospel:  Matthew 3:13-17 
13Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he 
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

  

The Sermon  
 

Nicene Creed  pg. 358 in Book of Common Prayer 

Prayers of the People 

Confession of Sin pg. 360 in BCP 

The Peace 
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 HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Offertory Music Shall We Gather at the River Robert Lowry (1826-1899) 

Shall we gather at the river, Where bright angel feet have trod; 
With its crystal tide forever Flowing by the throne of God? 
 

Refrain:  Yes, we’ll gather at the river, The beautiful, the beautiful river; 
Gather with the saints at the river That flows by the throne of God. 
 

On the margin of the river, Washing up its silver spray, 
We will walk and walk and worship ever, All the happy golden day.  Refrain 
 

Ere we reach the shining river, Lay we ev’ry burden down; 
Grace our spirits will deliver, And provide a robe and crown.  Refrain 
 

Soon we’ll reach the shining river, Soon our pilgrimage will cease, 
Soon our happy hearts will quiver With the melody of peace.  Refrain 
 

Offertory 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People And of thine own have we given thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing . . .    to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant  We give thanks to you, O God . . .  

 

. . . Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 

 And we offer our sacrifice and thanksgiving . . .    
 

. . . By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Fraction Anthem 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Communion Music  Baptized in Water Gaelic melody 
 

Sending Forth 
 

Postcommunion Prayer  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn  God, the Omnipotent (verses 1, 4)  Hymnal #569 
 

God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest thunder thy clarion, the lightning thy sword; 
show forth thy pity on high where thou reignest: give to us peace in our time, O Lord. 
 

God the All-provident! earth by thy chastening yet shall to freedom and truth be restored; 
through the thick darkness thy kingdom is hastening: thou wilt give peace in thy time, O Lord. 
 

 Sts. 1-2, Henry Fothergill Chorley (1808-1872), alt.; sts. 3-4, John Ellerton (1826-1893) 
 

 
Dismissal 
 

Postlude 
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