
The Third Sunday of Advent            Sunday, December 11, 2022     8:45am 
   

 Liturgy of the Word 
  

 

Prelude The Spirit of the Lord 
 

The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 

 

 Light Three Candles 
 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah:  let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory. 

 

Candlelighting (Lucernaria) 

V. Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts. 
R. Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts. 
V. Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved: 
R. O Lord God of hosts. 
V. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
R. Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts. 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord: 
R. And grant us your salvation. 

 

Opening Music The King of Glory Comes  Text: Willard F. Jabusch, b.1930
  

The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.  
 

1. Who is the king of glory; how shall we call him?  He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. 
 

The King of glory... 
 

2. In all of Galilee, in city or village, He goes among his people curing their illness. 
 

The King of glory... 
 

3. Sing then of David's Son, our Savior and brother; In all of Galilee was never another. 
 

The King of glory... 
 

4. He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation, He took upon himself the sins of the nation. 
 

The King of glory... 
 

5. He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen.  And he will share with us his heavenly vision. 
 

The King of glory... 
 

Acclamation  pg. 355 in Book of Common Prayer 

Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Collect for Purity 

Gloria Prepare ye the way of the Lord.  Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
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Collect of the Day  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our 
sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons  

The First Reading:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.  3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees.  4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.  He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 
sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes.  8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not 
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  9No lion shall be there, nor 
shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  10And 
the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness,  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Psalm 146:4-9 
 

4Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, * 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
5Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
  who keeps his promise forever; 
6Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
  and food to those who hunger. 
7The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 
  the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
8The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; * 
  he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
9The LORD shall reign forever, * 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
 

The Second Reading:  James 5:7-10 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the 

earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen 

your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may 

not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

Sequence Hymn Speak, O Lord Elizabeth Niedt 
 

Speak, O Lord, your servant is list’ning, you have the words of everlasting life. 
Speak, O Lord, your servant is list’ning, you have the words of everlasting life. 
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The Gospel – Matthew 11:2-11 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 
robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 

Gospel Response – Speak, O Lord 
 

The Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 

Prayers of the People 

All remain standing. Presider or other leader 

Let us pray for all our needs in this Holy Season, saying, Hear us Lord! 
 

. . . Hear us as we remember those who have died in the peace of Christ, both those who have confessed the faith and 
those whose faith is known to you alone, and grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom.  Lord, have mercy. 

 
Confession of Sin 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Offertory Music Even So, Come 
 

All of creation, All of the earth, make straight a highway, a path for the Lord.   

Jesus is coming soon. 
 

Call back the sinner, wake up the saint, let every nation shout of Your fame.   

Jesus is coming soon. 
 

Refrain:  Like a bride waiting for her groom we'll be a church ready for You.   

Every heart longing for our King we sing even so come, Lord Jesus come.   

Even so come, Lord Jesus come. 
 

There will be justice, all will be new.  Your name forever, faithful and true,  

Jesus is coming soon.  Refrain 

So we wait, we wait for You.  God we wait, You're coming soon. (2X)   
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Like a bride waiting for her groom, we'll be a church ready for You.   
Every heart longing for our King, we sing. 
 

Like a bride waiting for her groom, (we’ll be) ready for You.   
Every heart longing for our King, we sing.  Even so come, Lord Jesus come. 
 

Even so come, Lord Jesus come.  (3X) 
  

Offertory 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People And of thine own have we given thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing. . .  
 . . . to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
  

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God . . .  
 

. . . Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory; 

 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving . . .   
  

. . . By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 

  

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 A period of silence is kept. 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Communion Music  What a Beautiful Name It Is 
 

Verse 1:  You were the Word at the beginning, One with God the Lord Most High. 
Your hidden glory in creation Now revealed in You our Christ.  

Chorus 1  
What a beautiful Name it is, What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.   
What a beautiful Name it is, Nothing compares to this.  What a beautiful Name it is,  
The Name of Jesus. 

Verse 2 :  You didn't want heaven without us So Jesus You brought heaven down. 
My sin was great Your love was greater, What could separate us now. 

Chorus 2  
What a wonderful Name it is, What a wonderful Name it is.  The Name of Jesus Christ my King. 
What a wonderful Name it is, Nothing compares to this.  What a wonderful Name it is,  
The Name of Jesus.  What a wonderful Name it is, The Name of Jesus. 

Bridge:  Death could not hold You.  The veil tore before You.  You silence the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring the praise of Your glory.  For You are raised to life again.  

Bridge:  You have no rival, You have no equal.  Now and forever God You reign.  Yours is the kingdom 
Yours is the glory, Yours is the Name above all names. 

Chorus 3:  What a powerful Name it is, What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.  
What a powerful Name it is, Nothing can stand against.  What a powerful Name it is, the Name of 
Jesus. 
 

Ending:  What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus.  What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus. 

 
Sending Forth 
 

Postcommunion Prayer  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Blessing 

Closing Music Come Thou, Long Expected Jesus  
 

Verse 1:  Come Thou long expected Jesus Born to set thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us Let us find our rest in thee 
 

By thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone 
By thine all sufficient merit Raise us to thy glorious throne 

Bridge:  You're our joy, You're our hope (REPEAT) 

Ending:  Israel's strength and consolation. Hope of all the earth thou art 
Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart 

 

 Charles Wesley | Rita West Gernon | Rowland Hugh Prichard  
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Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 
 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 
 

 African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (1901-1967) 
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