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Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prelude               
 

Opening Hymn God is Love Hymnal #379 
 

God is Love, let heaven adore him; God is Love, let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him and exalt him with one voice. 
God who laid the earth’s foundation, God who spread the heaven above, 
God who breathes through all creation:  God is Love, eternal Love. 
 

God is Love; and Love enfolds us, all the world in one embrace: 
with unfailing grasp God holds us, every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking under sorrow’s iron rod, 
then we find that selfsame aching deep within the heart of God. 
 

God is Love; and though with blindness sin afflicts all human life, 
God’s eternal loving-kindness guides us through our earthly strife. 
Sin and death and hell shall never o’er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever o’er the universe must reign. 
 

 Timothy Rees (1874-1939), alt. 

 

Easter Acclamation 
 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day  
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray.  
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Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your 
Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his 
steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Epistle – 1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God.  
8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 
his love is perfected in us. 
 

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 
the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 
in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has 
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and 
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister 
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment 

we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
Response Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 22:24-30 

24My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
  I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
25The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
 and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 
  “May your heart live for ever!” 
26All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 
  and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
27For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 
  he rules over the nations. 
28To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
  all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
29My soul shall live for him; 
 my descendants shall serve him; * 
  they shall be known as the LORD‘s for ever. 
30They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
  the saving deeds that he has done. 
 

Holy Gospel – John 15:1-8 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Response Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

[Jesus said to his disciples,] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken 
to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 

 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 6 

Prayers of the People 

Presider or deacon  
 

With all our heart and mind, let us pray to the Lord saying:  Hear our Prayer. 
 

Presider 
 

God, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 
your Son: grant that, as his death has recalled us to life, so his continual presence in us may 
raise us to eternal joy; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

  



 7 

 Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Hymn What Wondrous Love is This Hymnal #439 
 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!   
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss  
to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,  
to lay aside his crown for my soul. 
 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,  
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, 
I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme I will sing. 
 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,  
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
And when from death I’m free I’ll sing and joyful be,  
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,  
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on. 

 

 American folk hymn, ca. 1835 

 
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People And of thine own have we given thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing . . .      
 . . . to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus 

 

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest.                              

 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God . . .  
 

. . . Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 

 And we offer our sacrifice and thanksgiving . . .   

 . . . By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

nd lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
 



 9 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time 

receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace 

you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve 

you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. 

Amen. 

Fraction Anthem 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Hymn Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life Hymnal #487 
 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:  such a way as gives us breath; 
such a truth as ends all strife; such a life as killeth death. 
 

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:  such a light as shows a feast; 
such a feast as mends in length; such a strength as makes his guest. 
 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:  such a joy as none can move; 
such a love as none can part; such a heart as joys in love. 

 

 George Herbert (1593-1633) 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People  

Postcommunion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Easter Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service Hymnal #610 
 

Lord, whose love through humble service bore the weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, forsaken, offered mercy’s perfect deed, 
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart, 
consecrating to your purpose every gift that you impart. 
 

Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As, O Lord, your deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 
use the love your Spirit kindles still to save and make us whole. 
 

As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light, 
in its height and depth and greatness, dawns upon our quickened sight, 
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 
stirring us to tireless striving, your abundant life to share. 
 

Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 
to the child, the youth, the aged love in living deeds to show; 
hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give, 
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live. 
 

 Albert F. Bayly (1901-1984), alt. 

. 
 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the spirit.   
 Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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PERMISSION TO PODCAST/STREAM THE MUSIC IN THIS SERVICE OBTAINED FROM ONE LICENSE,  
LICENSE #A-700000.  ALL WORDS AND MUSIC REPRINTED UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-70929. 
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