
Thanksgiving Day Service 
Thursday, November 26, 2020      9:00 am 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Opening Hymn We Plow the Fields, and Scatter Hymnal #291
  Matthias Claudius; tr. Jane M. Campbell 

 

We plow the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand; 
he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 
 

Refrain:  All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love. 
 

He only is the Maker of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 
the winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread.  (Refrain) 
 

We thank thee, then, O Father, for all things bright and good, 
the seedtime and the harvest, our life, our health, our food: 
the gifts we have to offer are what thy love imparts, 
but chiefly thou desirest our humble thankful hearts.  (Refrain) 

 
 

Opening Prayer 
Celebrant Blessed are you, Lord God, King of the universe. 
People  Your word calls forth the dusk of evening. 
Celebrant Your wisdom creates both night and day. 
People  You determine the cycles of time. 
Celebrant You arrange the succession of seasons, and establish the stars in their heavenly courses. 
People  Lord of the starry hosts is your name. 
Celebrant Living and eternal God, rule over us always. 
People  Blessed be the Lord!  
 
Collect of the Day  
 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors 
of those who harvest them. Make us, we beseech thee, faithful stewards of thy great bounty, for the provision 
of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Lessons 

The First Reading:  Philippians 4:4-9 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and 
the God of peace will be with you. 
 
The Gospel:  John 6:25-35 
25When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come 
here?" 26Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures 
for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal." 28Then 
they said to him, "What must we do to perform the works of God?" 29Jesus answered them, "This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent." 30So they said to him, "What sign are you going to give us 
then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in 
the wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 32Then Jesus said to them, "Very 
truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the 
true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world." 34They said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always."  
 
35Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes 
in me will never be thirsty. 
 

The Sermon  

Litany of Thanksgiving  pg. 836 in the Book of Common Prayer 

Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 
We thank you, Lord. 
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For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 
We thank you, Lord. 
 

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
 
Closing Hymn 

 
 Now Thank We All Our God Hymnal #397 

Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices, 
who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices; 
who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us! 
With ever-joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 
and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 
 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 
the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven, 
eternal, Triune God, whom earth and heaven adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be, evermore. 
 

 Martin Rinkart (1586-1649); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt. 
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