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LITURGY OF THE WORD
Opening Hymn

Rejoice! rejoice, believers

Hymnal #68

Rejoice! rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear!
The evening is advancing, and darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh;
up, watch in expectation! at midnight comes the cry.
See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil;
look now for your salvation, the end of sin and toil.
The marriage-feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand;
rise up, ye heirs of glory, the Bridegroom is at hand!
Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere!
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth’s redemption, and ever be with thee!
Laurentius Laurenti (1660-1722); tr. Sarah B. Findlater (1823-1907), alt.

Acclamation

pg. 355 in Book of Common Prayer

Collect for Purity
Collect of the Day
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9
1

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the
palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 4For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy
in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless
was like a winter rainstorm, 5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the
shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for
all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged
wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the
sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe
away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the
LORD has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he
might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Psalm: Psalm 23
1

The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2
He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3
He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9
1

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way,
my beloved. 2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you
also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the
gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The
Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the
God of peace will be with you.

The Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
1

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to
the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who
have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they made light of it and went away, one
to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed
them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out
into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled
with guests. 11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding
robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are
called, but few are chosen.”
2

The Sermon
Prayers of the People
Confession of Sin

pg. 360 in Book of Common Prayer

The Peace

HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord.
People
And of thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing . . .
. . . to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus
People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God . . .
. . . Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice and thanksgiving . . .

. . . By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

3

Fraction Anthem
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
God is Here! As We His People

Text: Fred Pratt Green, b. 1903
Tune: Abbot’s Leigh, Cyrol Taylor 1907-1991

Verse 1: God is here as we His people Meet to offer praise and prayer
May we find in fuller measure What it is in Christ we share
Here as in the world around us All our varied skills and arts
Wait the coming of His Spirit Into open minds and hearts
Verse 2: Here are symbols to remind us Of our lifelong need of grace
Here are table font and pulpit Here the cross has central place
Here in honesty of preaching Here in silence as in speech
Here in newness and renewal God the Spirit comes to each
Verse 3: Here our children find a welcome In the Shepherd's flock and fold
Here as bread and wine are taken Christ sustains us as of old
Here the servants of the Servant Seek in worship to explore
What it means in daily living To believe and to adore
Verse 4: Lord of all of Church and Kingdom In an age of change and doubt
Keep us faithful to the gospel Help us work Your purpose out
Here in this day's dedication All we have to give receive
We who cannot live without You We adore You we believe

Postcommunion Prayer
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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GIVING ONLINE
During this time when we can mostly worship online, we hope you will consider giving online as well. We still
accept checks; however, if you would like the ease of paying online simply visit our website, www.stthomasop.org,
and click the donate button at the top OR use this link: https://tithe.ly/give?c=1377886.
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