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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Opening Hymn I Can Only Imagine Bart Millard 
  

Verse 1:  I can only imagine what it will be like when I walk by Your side. 
I can only imagine what my eyes will see when Your face is before me. 
I can only imagine. 
 

Chorus 1 
Surrounded by Your glory.  What will my heart feel. 
Will I dance for You Jesus, or in awe of You be still. 
Will I stand in Your presence or to my knees will I fall. 
Will I sing hallelujah.  Will I be able to speak at all. 
I can only imagine.  I can only imagine. 
 

Verse 2:  I can only imagine when that day comes and I find myself standing in the 
Son.  I can only imagine when all I will do is forever forever worship You 
I can only imagine.  I can only imagine. 

 
Acclamation 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day  

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray. 
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O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you 
never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation 
of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

People Amen. 

The Lessons 

The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read. 

Reader A Reading (Lesson) from _______. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

                 The Word of the Lord. 
People        Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence may follow. 
 
The First Reading:  Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
 

 7O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have 
prevailed.  I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me.  8For whenever 
I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”  For the word of 
the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long.  9If I say, “I will not 
mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something like a 
burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.  10For I hear 
many whispering: “Terror is all around!  Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”  All my 
close friends are watching for me to stumble.  “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can 
prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.”  11But the LORD is with me like a dread 
warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail.  They will be 
greatly shamed, for they will not succeed.  Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten.  
12O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your 
retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause.  13Sing to the LORD; praise 
the LORD!  For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers. 
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Psalm - Psalm 69:8-11 [12-17] 18-20    
 
8Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, * and shame has covered my face. 
9I have become a stranger to my own kindred, * an alien to my mother’s children. 
10Zeal for your house has eaten me up; *  
  the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
11I humbled myself with fasting, * but that was turned to my reproach. 
18Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind; * in your great compassion, turn to me.” 
19Hide not your face from your servant; * be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
20Draw near to me and redeem me; * because of my enemies deliver me. 
 
Second Reading:  Romans 6:1b-11 
 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome. 
 

1bShould we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we 
who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him 
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
The Gospel:  Matthew 10:24-39 
 

The Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying, 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to _____. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

[Jesus said to the twelve apostles,] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above 
the master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household!  26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that 
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will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you 
in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the house-
tops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are 
all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.  32“Everyone 
therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 
heaven.  34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword.  35For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and one’s foes will 
be members of one’s own household.  37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those 
who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
 

After the Gospel, the Reader says, 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon  

Hymn Jesu, Jesu Tom Colvin 

Chorus 1:  Jesu Jesu.  Fill us with Your love, Show us how to serve 
The neighbors we have from You. 
 

Verse 1:  Kneels at the feet of His friends, Silently washes their feet 
Master who pours out himself for them. 
 

Verse 2:  Neighbors are rich and poor, Neighbors are black and white 
Neighbors are near and far away. 
 

Verse 3:  These are the ones we should serve, These are the ones we should love  
All these are neighbors to us and You. 
 

Verse 4:  Kneel at the feet of our friends, Silently washing their feet 
This is the way we should live with You. 
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Nicene Creed 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Deacon or other leader 
 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying,  
“Lord, have mercy.” 
 
 

For the……… let us pray to the Lord. 
 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Leader and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life.  Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Offertory 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People And of thine own have we given  
 thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving  

Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions 
as appointed. 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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The people stand or kneel. 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death,   
We proclaim his resurrection,   
We await his coming in glory; 

 

 The Celebrant continues 

 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put 
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
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 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at 
this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself 
with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing 
separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to 
your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 
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 O Jesus, I Have Promised Hymnal #655 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

John Ernest Bode (1816-1874) 
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Postcommunion Prayer  
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Closing Hymn 

Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
12251 Antioch Road 

Overland Park, KS 66213 
913-451-0512 

Email:  stthomas@stthomasop.org 
Website:  www.stthomasop.org 


