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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
Opening Hymn They Cast Their Nets  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  William Alexander Percy (1885-1942), alt. 
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Acclamation 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day  

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that 
through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your 
justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 

The Lessons 

The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read. 

Reader A Reading (Lesson) from _______. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

                 The Word of the Lord. 
People        Thanks be to God. 
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Silence may follow. 
 
The First Reading:  Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) 
 

A Reading from the book of Genesis. 
 

     1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance 
of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near 
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed 
down to the ground. 3He said, "My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your 
servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves 
under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and 
after that you may pass on — since you have come to your servant." So they said, 
"Do as you have said." 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, 
"Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make 
cakes." 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to 
the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf 
that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree 
while they ate. 
     9They said to him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" And he said, "There, in the 
tent." 10Then one said, "I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife 
Sarah shall have a son." And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind 
him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with 
Sarah after the manner of women. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I 
have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?" 13The LORD said to 
Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am 
old?' 14Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, 
in due season, and Sarah shall have a son." 15But Sarah denied, saying, "I did not 
laugh"; for she was afraid. He said, "Oh yes, you did laugh." 
     21:1The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he 
had promised. 2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time 
of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom 
Sarah bore him. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days 
old, as God had commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son 
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Isaac was born to him. 6Now Sarah said, "God has brought laughter for me; 
everyone who hears will laugh with me." 7And she said, "Who would ever have said 
to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old 
age." 
 
Psalm - Psalm 100     
 
1  Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
  serve the Lord with gladness 
  and come before his presence with a song. 
2  Know this: The Lord himself is God; *  
  he himself has made us, and we are his; 
  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
3  Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 
  give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
4  For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 
  and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

 
Second Reading:  Romans 5:1-8 
 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome. 
 

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we 
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not 
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps 
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love 
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
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The Gospel:  Matthew 9:35-10:8 [9-23] 
 

The Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying, 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to _____. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 
sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every 
sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as 
Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother 
John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son 
of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one 
who betrayed him. 
  5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere 
among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.” 

 
After the Gospel, the Reader says, 

 The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon  

Hymn All are Welcome Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell 
 And all can safely live, 
 A place where saints and children tell 
 How hearts learn to forgive. 
 Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
 Rock of faith and vault of grace; 
 Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

3. Let us build a house where love is found 
 In water, wine and wheat: 
 A banquet hall on holy ground, 
 Where peace and justice meet. 
 Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
 Is revealed in time and space; 
 As we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
 All are welcome... 
 

5. Let us build a house where all are named, 
 Their songs and visions heard 
 And loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
 As words within the Word. 
 Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
 Prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
 Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
 All are welcome... 
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Nicene Creed 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Deacon or other leader 
 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying,  
“Lord, have mercy.” 
 
 

For the……… let us pray to the Lord. 
 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Leader and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life.  Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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OFFERING 
Representatives of the congrega-
tion bring the people’s offerings 
of bread and wine, and money or 
other gifts, to the deacon or 
celebrant. The people stand while 
the offerings are presented and 
placed on the Altar. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Offertory Music 

Offertory 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People And of thine own have we given  
 thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving  

Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other 
occasions as appointed. 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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The people stand or kneel. 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me."  

 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death,   
We proclaim his resurrection,   
We await his coming in glory; 

 

 The Celebrant continues 

 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
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bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 

And lead us not into 
temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the 
glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at 
this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself 
with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing 
separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to 
your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 
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 One Bread, One Body 
 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all,  
one cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, throughout the earth,  
we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man no more. 
 
One bread... 
 
2. Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all. 
 
One bread... 
 
3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one for all. 
 
One bread... 

  Text: 1 Corinthians 10:16; 17, 12:4, Galatians 3:28; the Didache 9;  
  John Foley, SJ, b.1939, © 1978, John B. Foley 
 

Fraction Anthem 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

and may add 
 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him  
 in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 

We invite everyone who has been baptized by water in any Christian tradition 
to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. Please come forward at the 
direction of the ushers. 

If you have a wheat allergy, please tell one of the clergy administering 
communion and we will see that you receive a rice wafer instead. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Music 

Sending Forth 

When a Lay Eucharistic Visitor is to take the sacrament to those hospitalized, ill at 
home or home-bound, the following is said: 

 In the name of this congregation, go forth bearing these holy gifts; that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 

Congregation  
 

We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread;  
one cup.  Amen.  

Let us pray. 
 
Postcommunion Prayer  
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing 

Closing Hymn 

Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
12251 Antioch Road 

Overland Park, KS 66213 
913-451-0512 

Email:  stthomas@stthomasop.org 
Website:  www.stthomasop.org 


