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Children & Youth Sunday School 
 

THANK YOU to our INCREDIBLE Sunday School Volunteers! 
When we invite individuals to join our Sunday School/Sunday Christian Edu-
cation Team, we always try to offer a reasonable idea of what to expect...well 
that was just thrown out the window this year!  YET, the incredible 14 volun-
teers on this team rose to every challenge, battled every Zoom glitch, and 
continued delivering opportunities for connection to Christ and friends for our 
St. Thomas Children and Youth.  Our entire congregation is blessed by their 
unwavering love and commitment to our youngest members during this un-
precedented time, and there are not enough words to thank them for all that 
they have done throughout this year - but especially in the last 2 months.  Our 
heartfelt thanks go to:  Ann Clements, Emily Barnes, Addison Ferren, Dola 
McNown, Donna Kopp, Amanda Honaker, Marianne Pena, Charlotte Brother-
son, John McCall, Donna Fye, John McNown, Enjy Umeh, Lisa Gruman and 
Dan Gruman.  Thank you for sharing the "light of Christ" to our St. Thomas 
Children and Youth throughout everything this program year has thrown our 
way!  -  Barbara McCall and Kelly Demo 

 
 
 
 
 

children & youth news 
 

 

 

We want to welcome Hannah Sullivan as 
our new summer intern! Hannah just 
finished her freshman year as a music 
major at K-State and is a gifted musi-
cian. She will be helping this summer as 
we re-tool our summer programs in 
these COVID times. Welcome, Hannah!  

 
 

TEXTING GROUPS HAVE BEGUN—We are starting two different 
texting groups for youth and their parents via the Remind app. You do not 
need the app to receive the texts. You may already get texts through this 
from your school, the diocese, or other organizations. Here is what needs 
to be done: Please have your youth text the word @sttayouth to the 
number 81010.  For the parent group please text the word @sttaparent 
to 81010. Please have your youth do this as soon as possible.  
 

ST. THOMAS FAMILY FORUM ON FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasOPFamilies 
Stay connected with other St. Thomas families with children & youth via 
our new page! This page will be where you can find Sunday School each 
week, along with activities/resources daily to keep the kids entertained 
during these long days at home. This is a challenging time, and we hope 
that this can be a source of connection and community until we can be 
together again. Also, please know that the church is here to support our 
families! If you have any needs during the extended school break, please 
reach out to Barbara McCall, Director of Children and Families, at  
bmccall@stthomasop.org or via call/text to (913) 909-7318 to let the 
church know how we can support you.    
 

ST. THOMAS KIDS' CELEBRATIONS!   
We have not had many celebrations lately because no one has been in 
school! I think everyone should be celebrated for new levels of creative 
ways to spend your time, learning how to be alone, and (I am guessing) 
reaching new levels on their video games! However, we now can also 
celebrate... 
 

Let's keep 'em coming, friends!  Please email any special news about 
your child to Barbara—bmccall@stthomasop.org or Kelly—
kdemo@stthomasop.org so that we may add it to our feature in each 
weekend's Tower Talk and in each month's Children & Families Newslet-
ter!  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE   
 

Saturday, 5:30pm—Evening Prayer service 
Sunday, 8:45 and 10:45am—Morning Prayer services 

Monday—Friday, 8:00pm—Compline services 
 

Bulletins for the weekend services may be found on our  
website home page— www.stthomasop.org 

 

LIVE services can be seen by visiting www.stthomasop.org 
(on the home page click on the Red Arrow under “Live Stream”) 

And ALL services at:  www.facebook.com/stthomasop  
or www.youtube.com/c/stthomasop  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SUNDAY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 

Children & Youth Sunday School 
 

 

Kids' VIRTUAL "Pentecost Party" celebrating the  
Birthday of the Church! 

This Sunday, May 31, 9:30am 
On Zoom! 

 

Youth Confirmation class and the Giving Project take 
place on Zoom. 

 
————— 

 

Adult Forum will meet on ZOOM at 10 am 
The subjects for Adult Forum are always interesting and classes are 
worth attending. You will receive an invitation email from Fr. Gar to join 
the class. 

 

GIVE ONLINE 
During this time when we can only worship online, we 

hope you will consider giving online as well. Of course we 
still accept checks; however, if you would like the ease of 

paying online simply visit our website, 
www.stthomasop.org, and click the donate button at the 
top OR go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1377886. There is a 
small fee to use this service, but it’s a simple and easy 

way to support St. Thomas.  



 

 

 

 

The next Blood Drive will be held on Sunday, June 14,  
9:00am-1:00pm, in the Parish Hall at St. Thomas. 

Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
www.RedCrossBlood.org and enter: StThomasEpiscopal  

* * * 

We now have a Community Garden!  If you drive by St. Thom-
as you may notice a new addition to the yard—a Community Garden! To the 
north of the building by the willow tree we now have a lovely tomato garden 
(with a few pepper plants thrown in for good measure). This project was de-
veloped by Tom Kuhn and Bre Elman as part of both the Bible and Bees 
small group initiative and the Giving Project. Bre also built a compost pile as 
part of her Giving Project and will be developing guidelines for parishioners as 
to what items they can compost. These tomatoes will be headed to food 
banks, the St. Thomas community, and anyone who needs them!  

 

 

 

 
 

 
* * * 

 

 

 

 

Mthr Kelly has started a four-week Bible study on the book of Acts.  A  
short video will be shown, then talk about the book and what we learn 

from it.  

June 3, 10—12-12:45pm  
(you can watch past videos posted on YouTube) 

Here is the zoom link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83146989163  

Meeting ID: 831 4698 9163 
One tap mobile:  +16465588656 

IHN Update 
 

Dear IHN Family ~ 
 

     I hope this email finds you all staying safe and doing well! We continue to 
live in a surreal world, but sadly, it appears to be our new normal. 
     Many of you have been reaching out regarding the plans moving forward. 
I would like to share a few steps as we begin the process of reopening. I will 
be sending out more details, congregation specific, including CDC recom-
mendations by June 5. 
     The Family Center will reopen on June 1. The week of June 1st, intake 
calls will be evaluated and potentially scheduled for interviews the week of 
June 8th. All interview candidates will be required to wear masks and gloves, 
which we have purchased and will provide for our potential guests. Moving 
forward, all staff are required to wear masks prior to entering the Family Cen-
ter and at all times in the Family Center, with the exception of when we are in 
our offices. No guests will be able to enter any of our offices based on the 
CDC guidelines regarding social distancing. 
     Guests will be required to wear masks at all times, NO EXCEPTIONS. I 
am in the process of updating the guest guidelines and creating multiple new 
policies specific to COVID. All cloth furniture has been moved out and relo-
cated in our supply closets. The Family Center has been taped off with walk-
ing routes ensuring we are all maintaining social distancing. For now, the 
plan will be to admit no more than 2 families and 1 single female at a time. 
We are going to work hard to select candidates that have the best chance of 
stabilizing and moving into their own home within 90 days. 
     For the next few months we will not be utilizing any volunteers at the Fam-
ily Center. We miss you, we love you, and someday we will all be back to-
gether. 
     Nick and Angel continue to do an amazing job of saving their money. 
Their last day in network will be June 18. We speak with them throughout the 
week and they are so very grateful for ALL that has been done to propel 
them forward. Pam DeCamp, Primary Coordinator for New Haven Seventh-
day Adventist Church, has been a gift from God and our "sheltering angel"!!! 
Thank you so much to Pam DeCamp, Pastor Douglas Elsey, and New Haven 
Seventh-day Adventist Church for allowing our guests to shelter in your con-
gregation since March 23! Due to Nick and Angel's jobs in nursing homes, as 
well as their known exposure to COVID-19, they will remain at New Haven 
until their graduation. 
     Please know I will be sending out further recommendations and guidance 
for all congregations by June 5. Currently, in addition to creating multiple new 
policies, 3 of my 5 largest grant deadlines of the year are due over the next 4 
weeks...Emoji 
     With love and prayer in my heart for all, 
 

 
Vicki L. Dercher, MSW, LSCSW 
Executive Director, Johnson County Interfaith Hospitality Network  
 
 

     During this time, we are still accepting altar flower commemorations 
and donations. Any donations received will be used when the Nave will 
once again be utilized for services. 
     Remember a special occasion, anniversary, birthday, or loved 
one! Contact us (451-0512) or send an email 
to stthomas@stthomasop.org. We’ll need to know the weekend you 
prefer and what you'd like to include in the weekly Tower Talk and 
email update.   
     When you sign up in advance you will receive an e-mail or phone 
call about a month in advance asking for details of your commemora-
tion. This information is needed at least a week before the date you 
signed up.  Suggested donation for flowers is $50.  

 

The church will be open for prayer 9am-4pm M-Th and 
9am-12pm Fri. Please let the church office know ahead 

of time if you’d like to come pray in the Nave. The 
church office will be open during those hours but lim-

ited to staff.  We ask that you continue to contact us by 
phone or email. 

 
St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church 
12251 Antioch Rd, Overland Park, KS 6621 

913-451-0512     
 

email address:  stthomas@stthomasop.org 
Visit us on the website: www.stthomasop.org 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal OP 

Altar Flower Memorials are   
given to the Glory of God. 


