ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Daily Evening Prayer: Rite Two
Saturday

Opening Hymn On Eagle’s Wings Michael Joncas

Verse 1

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,

Who abide in His shadow for life,

Say to the Lord: “My refuge, my Rock in whom I trust!”

Refrain

And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,

Make you to shine like the sun,

And hold you in the palm of His hand.

Verse 2

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
And famine will bring you no fear:

Under His wings your refuge,

His faithfulness your shield. (Refrain)

Verse 3

You need not fear the terror of the night,
Nor the arrow that flies by day;

Though thousands fall about you,

Near you it shall not come. (Refrain)

Verse 4

For to His angels He’s given a command

To guard you in all of your ways;

Upon their hands they will bear you up,

Lest you dash your foot against a stone. (Refrain)

Coda:
And hold you, hold you in the palm of His hand.



Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into
the morning, and darkens the day into night; who calls for the waters of
the sea and pours them out upon the surface of the earth: The Lord is his
name. Amos 5:8

Confession of Sin

Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in
silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that
we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron

O gracious Light,

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,

and our eyes behold the vesper light,

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,

and to be glorified through all the worlds.



Psalm 130

Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD;
LORD, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
’If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, *
O Lord, who could stand?
‘For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.
‘| wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my hope.
"My soul waits for the LORD,
more than watchmen for the morning, *
more than watchmen for the morning.
°0 Israel, wait for the LORD, *
for with the LoRD there is mercy;
‘with him there is plenteous redemption, *
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

A Lesson from the book of Ezekiel
Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. ?He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” | answered,
“0O Lord God, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. °Thus says the

Lord God to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall



live. 81 will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that | am the Lord.”

So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its
bone. 8l looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. °Then he
said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” 19 prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a
vast multitude.

"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.’ *2Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God:
| am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. *3And you shall know
that | am the Lord, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. **l will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and |
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have
spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.



Canticle 15: The Song of Mary Magnificat
Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the book of Romans
Romans 8:6-11

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.

°To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is
life and peace. 'For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, “and those who
are in the flesh cannot please God.



“But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. “But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. *If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells
in you.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Canticle 17: The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis
Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free *

to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *

whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *

and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the book of John
John 11:1-45

‘Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. “Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. °So the sisters
sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” ‘But when Jesus
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s



glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” “Accordingly,
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ‘after having heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

'Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” “The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you,
and are you going there again?” °Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble,
because they see the light of this world. *But those who walk at night
stumble, because the light is not in them.” “After saying this, he told
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to
awaken him.” “The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
will be all right.” *Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. “Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. *“For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.” *Thomas, who was called the Twin,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

“When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. *“Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles
away, “and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them about their brother. ?*When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. >*Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. ’But even
now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” *Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” **Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” »*Jesus said to her, “l am
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they
die, will live, *and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
Do you believe this?” »’She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

*When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” ?’And when
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. *®Now Jesus had not yet



come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met

him. #The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that
she was going to the tomb to weep there. *When Mary came where Jesus
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” *When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said, “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus began to weep. *So
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *’‘But some of them said, “Could
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?”

*“Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. **Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead four days.” “Jesus said to her, “Did | not
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” “So they
took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank
you for having heard me. “’l knew that you always hear me, but | have said
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that
you sent me.” “When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” “The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

““Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen
what Jesus did, believed in him.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



The Apostle’s Creed
Officiant and people together, all standing

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
The people stand or kneel

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
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Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Let your way be known upon earth;

Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

VLS LSDLSAODLSOBDLADL

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
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A Collect for Saturdays

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us
who watch for you, that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you,
and our worship on the morrow give you glory; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for Protection

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of
those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the
blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for your protection
through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours;
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night,
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord
Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity
the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
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Closing Hymn

O God Our Help in Ages Past
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1 O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 un - der the sha-dow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or-der stood, or earth re - ceived her frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in thy sight are like an eve - ning gone;
5 Time, like an ev - er - roll-ing stream, bears all our years a - way;
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1 our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
2 suf - fi-cient is thine arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
i from ev - er - last - ing thou art God, to end-less years the same.
4 short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
5 they fly, for - got - ten, a dreamdies at the o - pening day.
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6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,

T

be thou our guide while life shall last,

Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.; para. of Psalm 90

and our eternal home.
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The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in
his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires
and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
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Then may be said

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with the following

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we

can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the
Church, and in Christ Jesu for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
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